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RE: Tobacco and E-cigarette Ordinances 
 
Chairman Johnson and distinguished members of the committee, 
 
I am writing on behalf of our more than 2400 members in New York City to express concerns 
and opposition to Int. No. 1532, 1544, 1547, and 1131. 
 
These bills fail to make a distinction between the risks of smoking versus the very low risk of 
smoke-free tobacco and nicotine products. Regulating low-risk, smoke-free products like 
e-cigarettes, snus, and smokeless tobacco just like cigarettes places current smokers at risk of 
continuing to smoke and generally misinforms the public. 
 
We are strongly opposed to Int. No. 1532 which would enact a moratorium on issuing new vapor 
retail licences 90 days after becoming law. A consequence of this law will be to prohibit new 
independent vapor retail shops (vape shops) from opening and effectively freezes existing 
shops in place. This puts consumers at a disadvantage as the most accessible places to 
purchase vapor products will be the same places that sell cigarettes--a product that former 
smokers should, obviously, avoid. 
 
Vape shops play a vital role in the effectiveness of vapor products. By way of background, vapor 
retailers and manufacturers are prohibited by federal law from marketing e-cigarettes as 
smoking cessation products or even less harmful than cigarettes. Despite this, the vape shop 
has provided a space for peer-to-peer support for former and transitioning smokers to develop. 
 
Although vape shop employees are restricted to attending to customer service and technical 
assistance issues, customers are bound by no such law. It is not uncommon to hear successful 
quit smoking stories exchanged between customers in a vape shop. To the casual observer, 
sharing such a story might not seem like much but, between people who are recovering from a 
multi-year or multi-decade cigarette addiction, it can mean the difference between living a 
smoke-free life or returning to the devil they know. 
 



We are opposed to Int. No. 1547 which, in addition to establishing licensing caps, expands the 
“retail dealer” definition to include retailers who sell any type of tobacco product. The broad 
definition of tobacco products captures low-risk, smoke-free tobacco products that many 
smokers use as a safer alternative to cigarettes. We recommend that the committee remove 
smokeless tobacco and snus from the definition of “tobacco product” in favor of a separate 
definition for smoke-free tobacco products. 
 
Although retail dealers that sell smoke-free tobacco products exclusively are rare, it is a 
business model that should be encouraged. By including smokeless tobacco and snus in the 
tobacco products definition, the city will be taking away any motivation for retailers to transition 
or establish shops that do not sell combusted cigarettes. 
 
Similar to our objection regarding 1547, we urge the committee to remove the price floor 
proposed for smokeless tobacco in Int. No. 1544. Ostensibly, the intent of minimum pricing is to 
discourage youth from purchasing harmful products. But, this regulation also has an affect on 
the purchasing decisions of adults--specifically, smokers who might otherwise switch to a safer 
tobacco product. By subjecting smoke-free products to regulations intended to discourage use, 
the city is misinforming consumers about the low risks of smokeless tobacco compared to 
smoking. 
 
Generally, CASAA does not agree that raising the price floor for cigarettes and other tobacco 
products will benefit public health in New York City. The excessive cost of tobacco products in 
New York City and state is driving a robust and lucrative black market. We know from recent 
and past experience that black markets for alcohol and drugs have created more problems for 
public health and safety. Specifically, there is no expectation that minimum legal sales age 
regulations are enforced and consumers have no assurances regarding the authenticity or 
quality of the products they buy. Arguably, New York has gone beyond a point of diminishing 
returns on raising the price of tobacco products. 
 
We urge the committee to consider the consequences of continuing to support aggressive 
tobacco regulations that broadly include all tobacco and nicotine products. Science and 
technology are driving innovation of safer alternatives to cigarettes and other combusted 
products. CASAA is hopeful that we can work with health professionals and policy makers to 
implement harm reduction strategies that will significantly reduce the early death and disease 
attributed to smoking. 
 
Thank you for considering our comments on this issue. I am available for any questions you 
may have. 
 
Alex Clark 
CASAA Executive Director 
aclark@casaa.org 
201.310.0941 


